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UGA’s Dog Doctors Outreach Program Spreads Nationwide

Athens, Ga, May 10, 2040 – UGA’s Dog Doctor Outreach Program is expanding nationwide as
success rates soar. The K-12 educational initiative, previously confined to Georgia, announces
plans to extend to other states.

The program, launched in 2005 with three Bernese Mountain dogs, UGA students and College of
Veterinary Medicine professor Paige Carmichael, made monthly visits to local elementary and
middle schools. During these visits, Carmichael imparted animal safety skills and insights into
veterinary medicine careers. Over 35 years, the once-local program has evolved into a
technologically advanced educational initiative.

In 2024, University of Georgia New Media Certificate students developed a digital curriculum,
available online, engaging students and inspiring them to pursue veterinary medicine careers.
Reports from practicing veterinary doctors reveal that many were inspired by the Dog Doctors
Outreach Program.

“There has never been such an influx of applications to the College of Veterinary Medicine
before,” said Paige Carmichael, DVM, and professor of pathology. “With this momentum, we
decided to expand the program nationwide.”

To access the online Dog Doctors curriculum, visit their website at
 https://vet.uga.edu/education/k-12-programs/elementary-and-middle-school-programs/

About Dog Doctors

The University of Georgia College of Veterinary Medicine’s Dog Doctors, founded in 2005, offers
both in-person and online curriculums, reaching students nationwide to educate them about
veterinary medicine. For more information, please visit
 https://vet.uga.edu/education/k-12-programs/elementary-and-middle-school-programs/
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FAQ

Q : W h a t  i s  t h e  o v e r a l l  m i s s i o n  a n d  g o a l  o f  t h e  D o g
D o c t o r s  p r o g r a m  a t  U G A ?

A :   To create an on l ine curr icu lum a imed to engage students in
underrepresented areas and insp ire them to pursue a career in
veter inary medic ine .  

Q :  W h a t  a g e  g r o u p  d o e s  t h e  p r o g r a m  t a r g e t ?
A :  Our aud ience is  geared towards e lementary and midd le
school  students .  We are a iming to inst i l l  an  interest  in
veter inary medic ine from a young age .
 

Q :  W h a t  t o p i c s  a r e  c o v e r e d  i n  t h e  D o g  D o c t o r s
c u r r i c u l u m ?

A :  Dr .  Carmichae l  wi l l  d iscuss her  research and the
contr ibut ions of  the Dog Doctors in  deve lop ing tests  for
ident ify ing genet ic  d iseases in  Dogs .  She wi l l  address
student quest ions regard ing the dogs ,  her  research,  and
veter inary career opportun it ies .  Students wi l l  a lso have the
opportun ity  to learn about x-rays ,  the bone structures of
an imals ,  and how the heart  works as wel l .

Q :  W h a t  a r e  t h e  l o n g - t e r m  g o a l s  o f  t h e  D o g  D o c t o r s
P r o g r a m ?

A :  The u lt imate goa l  of  the Dog Doctors Program is  to
create enthus iasm with in  the next  generat ion of  students
and foster  an apprec iat ion for  veter inary medic ine .  



FAQ

Q :  H o w  d o e s  t h e  p r o g r a m  u t i l i z e  t e c h n o l o g y  t o  e n g a g e
s t u d e n t s ?

A :  The Dog Doctors program makes use of  techno logy by
prov id ing an interact ive on l ine curr icu lum that inc ludes
v ideos ,  interact ive lessons ,  and educat iona l  mater ia ls .
Students can work at  the ir  own pace with the he lp  of  th is
f lex ib le  on l ine curr icu lum.  V irtua l  webinars ,  Q&A’s ,  and other
fun v ideo content wi l l  further enhance the immers ive and
eas i ly  access ib le  learn ing env ironment by introduc ing
students to veter inary experts  and spark ing the ir  interest  in
the f ie ld  of  veter inary medic ine .

Q :  H o w  d o e s  t h e  p r o g r a m  a d a p t  t o  c h a n g i n g
e d u c a t i o n a l  t r e n d s  a n d  t e c h n o l o g i e s  t o  r e m a i n
r e l e v a n t ?

A :  We wi l l  conduct market research on media format
consumpt ion trends among the youth demographic  of
interest .

Q :  H o w  d o e s  t h e  D o g  D o c t o r s  p r o g r a m  i n s p i r e
s t u d e n t s  t o  c o n s i d e r  a  c a r e e r  i n  v e t e r i n a r y  m e d i c i n e ?

A :  The program wi l l  inc lude interact ive ,  engaging resources to
mainta in  a  h igh leve l  of  interest ,  such as short-form v ideos and
act iv ity  books .


